
The Village of Nelsonville Board of Trustees

Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 17, 2022

The Village of Nelsonville Board of Trustees, met at 7:30 pm, on Monday, October 17, 2022, for their regular meeting, with Mayor Winward presiding, Trustees Campanile, Maloney, Moroney and Zhynovitch present. 
Pledge to the Flag

Mayor Winward opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Vouchers

Abstract #5, in the amount of $17,845.88 was audited and ordered paid by a motion from Trustee Zhynovitch, seconded by Trustee Campanile, enacted all in favor. 
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the September 14, 2022 public hearing and the September 19, 2022 regular meeting were approved by a motion from Trustee Moroney, seconded by Trustee Maloney, enacted all in favor. 
Correspondence

The mayor summarized the correspondence, which included the following:
· DOT CHIPS balance – reminded the board about the Pave our Potholes balance
· Putnam County Youth Bureau Youth and Adult Volunteer Service Awards– asked the board for recommendations 
Reports
The clerk read the Treasurers’ Report.
Mayor Winward
Mayor Winward reported that the Potluck Picnic was a success, with 45 or so attendees. She stated that next year it would be planned on a non-holiday weekend. 
The mayor reported that the Holiday Tree Lighting at Village Green will take place on Friday, December 2, tentatively at 6:00pm
Mayor Winward reported that there is a vacancy on the Planning Board due to a member stepping down for health reasons. The vacancy will be noticed and letters of interest will be accepted.

The mayor reported that Short Term Rental applications are almost done and should be available by Wednesday. The availability of the applications will be noticed in the newspaper, sent as an email blast, and posted on the Village Facebook page. The applications will be available on the Village website and in the office. 

Mayor Winward attended the Philipstown Fights Dirty Climate Summit, and stated that she gave a report on the climate smart initiatives the Village has taken, the biggest of which being the changeover from an oil burning furnace to a more energy efficient HVAC system. She also checked in with Jeff Domanski from Hudson Valley Energy regarding the CCA, and it looks like Nelsonville is on target to join this year is the pricing is agreeable to the 4 communities. 

Lastly, the mayor reported that the Bill Bujarski, Building Inspector and Code Enforcement Officer, has begun fire inspections in the Village for places of gathering, including commercial buildings and multi-family housing per state law. 

Trustee Moroney 
Trustee Moroney reported that the old a/c unit has been removed and the hole in the wall patched. Priorities for Marc and the street maintenance crew will be discussed before the winter, which will include street line painting to replace the cones at the bottom of Healy Road for the one-way designation. Street cleaning and tree branch trimming to better see the road signs will be starting as well. Trustee Moroney also reported that Marc will be plowing the sheriff’s sub-station per the agreement that began last year. 
New Business

Court Audit

Trustee Maloney stated that she audited the court records, and found all of the records to be in order. There continues to be a carryover from previous years, which the trustee will pursue a remedy for with the State Comptroller’s Office. The State of New York Unified Court System requires a resolution acknowledging the audit as follows:

Resolution Acknowledging Court Record Audit
WHEREAS, Trustee Maloney, of the Nelsonville Village Board of Trustees, conducted an audit of the Nelsonville Justice Court for the fiscal year ending in 2022; and

WHEREAS, Trustee Maloney found no irregularities in the documentation; and
WHEREAS, there were findings of an overage in the Justice Court account, predating the current Court Clerks. Trustee Maloney's recommendation is to turn the funds over to the Office of the New York State Comptroller; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Nelsonville approves Trustee Maloney's findings; and

Upon motion by Trustee Campanile, seconded by Trustee Moroney, enacted all in favor, the Village Board of Trustees acknowledges that the audit of the Justice Court records for the fiscal year ending in 2022, was conducted by Trustee Maloney.
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This is to certify that I, the undersigned Village Clerk of the Village of Nelsonville, have compared the foregoing resolution with the original resolution and minutes now on file in the office of said Village Clerk, which was adopted by Board of Trustees of the Village of Nelsonville on the 17th day of October, and that the same is a true and correct copy of said original resolution and the whole thereof.
Village Trees

Mayor Winward stated that she spoke with Ian Kingsley of Kingsley Tree Service, and he suggests taking down the tree located next to the McCarthy home on N. Pearl Street and gave a list of potential trees to replace unsuccessful species.  However, he doesn’t really recommend trees between the curb and the sidewalk if there isn’t enough room. This and some trees in the Village Green will be remedied in late February when it is the best time of year for pruning. Central Hudson will also be coming to trim back branches that encroach on a few power lines in the Village. Trustee Maloney has been doing some research into standard tree policies for municipalities, and Mayor Winward spoke with the tree liaison for Boscobel. They are currently working with the Village of Cold Spring’s Tree Committee on planting trees on private property. 
Storm Drain Vacuuming

Storm drains located on Pine Street need cleaning out. Mayor Winward spoke with the Putnam County DOT, who has graciously offered to complete the task with their vacuuming equipment. However, they are currently waiting on the repair of the equipment, so the mayor is hopeful that this will be accomplished soon. 

Cold Spring – NYC DEP Water Agreement

Mayor Winward stated that she met with Village of Cold Spring Mayor Kathleen Foley regarding the water agreement with the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), who own the aqueduct that supplies water to NYC. In summary, the highlights were:

· The Village of Cold Spring will have to repair the dam – needs funding

· VCS will probably have to hook in to the aqueduct supply, at a cost

· An agreement between the VCS and DEP would see Nelsonville residents charged a higher rate for their water for years 6-10 of the agreement if water is needed to be drawn, if dam repairs are completed by then

· The VCS used approximately 82% of the water, and Nelsonville’s usage is approximately 16% (with 171 households using water), with Philipstown using the remaining amount 

Mayor Winward stated that she has questions for the Village Attorney regarding the legal agreement between the VCS and DEP, as well as questions about the possibility of forming a water district between the municipalities, where Nelsonville will have representation. Village residents are currently charged $28 more per quarter than VCS residents. 

Old Business

Intermunicipal Agreement – County Share of ARPA Funds
Upon motion of Trustee Maloney, seconded by Trustee Zhynovitch, enacted all in favor, approval by the board was given to Mayor Winward to sign the Inter Municipal Agreement with Putnam County for the Village’s share of ARPA funding. 
Approval of EFPR Group 2021 Audit
Trustee Campanile summarized the external audit conducted by the firm, EFPR Group, CPAs. While no substantial irregularities were found, they did recommend that the village begin to track capital assets in the future. Upon motion by Mayor Winward, seconded by Trustee Maloney, enacted all in favor, the 2021 Audit done by EFPR Group was approved by the board. 
APRA Project Updates

The possibility of cost sharing with the county for the rear stairs at the sheriff’s substation was discussed by the board. Representatives from Putnam County came to look at the staircase, and agree with the need to prioritize replacement. 

Open to Floor

There were no comments from the audience. 

Adjournment

Upon motion of Trustee Moroney, seconded by Trustee Maloney, enacted all in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm.
Respectfully presented, 

Melissa Harris
Village Clerk

