Village of Nelsonville Board of TrusteesPRIVATE 


                  October 21, 2019 -  MINUTES 
7:30pm – Open Meeting – Mayor Bowman opened at 7:30pm with the Pledge to the Flag
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS – Abstract #5 totaling $14,088.89- Trustee Pedlosky made motion – 2nd by Trustee Moroney – approved.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM September 16, 2019 meeting…Trustee Mechaley made motion – 2nd by Trustee Pedlosky – minutes approved.
CORRESPONDENCE -  
Clerk Mindy Jesek reads all of the correspondence and copies are available to the public.                                     Putnam County Youth Bureau




CHIPS Statement





ENERGY CENTRAL





Letter from Steve Tomann RE: 3 Spring St.





Letter to the County/Chamber of Commerce 

OLD BUSINESS –

  Putnam County Pathways – Pass LOCAL LAW…..  Resolution needed to enact the Local Law.- Trustee Moroney made motion and Trustee Pedlosky 2nd – all in favor.  Law passes 
Cell Tower -  Discussion of Legal fees –Todd Steckler submitted an invoice  totaling $ 29,000 which was a cumulation of eight months worth of business initiated by the previous administration.….Mayor Bowman stated that  we should have been billed monthly,as outlined in the retainer,  but he recognizes that Steckler did a considerable amount of work on the Villages behalf in the absence of support from our insurance appointed-attorney Terry Rice.   Steckler was hired as a consultant and the Village understood that the previous Mayor had arranged for a maximum billing of $10,000.  Trustee Pedlosky pointed out that the invoice included work from before the retainer was signed by the current administration. The Board  agreed to pay the original $10,000 for now and speak to their insurance about covering some of this bill.
Bank Street Paving – Estimates from Briggs Paving  and Sal Pidala Excavating – Two bids were received but they were much too different in price and scope of work – need to get another estimate and more information.  The Board tabled this for now.
AUDIT – postponed from 10/22 until 10/24.

NEW BUSINESS / REPORTS -   
DOVE PEDLOSKY -  The Village received an appraisal report from ACKLERLY & HUBBELL for the Secor St parcel (4.23 acre parcel zoned MF and further identified by tax map id # 38.17-1-6.  Trustee Pedlosky spoke about the appraisal.  The property appraised at $ 190,000 and the report indicates that 60% of the parcel is wetland and as such is not buildable A workshop devoted to the  Secor St Parcel will be held on November 13th, with representatives from the Open Space Institute (OSI) in attendance to answer questions about a possible conservation easement agreement between OSI and the Village.
LISA MECHALEY –  Shared a draft M.O.U. ( Memo of Understanding)from  OSI – that the Village has been asked to sign if it decides to proceed with the conservation easement and associated survey of the property.  This will be discussed further at the workshop scheduled for November 13th.
Open to the Floor –– Alan Potts stated that in his opinion, having three members of the Board of Trustess including the Mayor living so close to that Parcel is a conflict of interest because it will affect their property values directly.   Trustee Pedlosky disagreed, stating that in a Village his size, every resident is affected by every policy issue the Board takes up.  Trustees would have to recuse themselves from every topic under consideration.  Plus preserving our natural beauty benefits everyone in the entire Village and is an investment in our collective future..   Mayor Bowman dismissed this notion, stating that he was transparent when running for Trustee that this was a priority for him, not for his homes value, but to ensure that a cell tower is never a possibility for that lot.    When asked why involve any land trust entity when the Village already owns the property, the Mayor stated that anything that this Board does can be undone by another Board at any time.  But, putting the easement on it and adding it to the other Nelsonville Woods acreage is the the strongest way to protect the land from a cell tower, or any other major commercial development in the future, while still holding onto the ability to put a park, a well, or some other “COMMUNITY GOOD” structure to be built on the land.  
When asked if they would hold a public referendum, as they had said they would in the past, the Board discussed a process for debating the issue of the easement and allowing for the public to weigh in.  They will consult with the Village counsel on how best to proceed.
Jo Pitkin stated that all land trusts are not considered equal and she wonders whether another organization beside OSI might be a better option.  Trustee Mechaley volunteered to reach out to Hudson Highland Land Trust to get a second opinion.

MaryLou Caccetta requested an update of the short-term rental regulations that the Village is considering.  Trustee Pedlosky stated that she has asked the Village counsel for help outlining the appropriate process for receiving public comment abd then drafting a possible code update.  She will reach out again.  

The Village Board stated that they have received no actual complaints in writing, but encourage residents to write in if they have complaints.

Adjourn  Meeting closed by motion of Trustee Mechaley and 2nd by Trustee Pedlosky at 8:41PM.
Respectfully submitted 15th Day of November 2019.

Mindy Jesek 

Village Clerk
