The Village of Nelsonville Board of Trustees, met at 7:30 pm, on Monday, January 17, 2017, at the Village meeting room with Mayor Corless, Trustee Pack McCarthy, and Trustee Robertson present.  
Pledge to the Flag

Mayor Corless opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Vouchers

Upon motion by Trustee Robertson seconded by Mayor Corless enacted two in favor, one absent, for approval of vouchers in the amount of $34,021.87 were audited and ordered paid.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the November and December meetings were approved by Trustee Pack McCarthy seconded by Trustee Robertson, enacted all in favor.  
Correspondence
· CHIPs balance $30,552.26, Emergency Winter Fund - $2,457.88, and PAVE balance - $2,199.11.  

· Village of Cold Spring reminder to call to have water meter changed out

· NYCOM’s 2016 Summary of Legislation

· Carmel Rotary Club – Community Basketball Shootout – March 4, 2017, 9-12.  Inviting groups to form teams for the shootout   

Reports

Mayor Corless reported that:
· The he worked on the agreement for winter parking with the Masonic Historical Society.  Our attorney made a few minor changes, and he wanted to make sure that they had a copy for the upcoming meeting.  
Trustee Pack McCarthy had nothing to report:
Trustee Robertson reported that: 
· The Masonic Lodge will be meeting on Thursday to discuss the winter parking agreement
· He believes there should be an independent audit of the budget.  

Old Business:

Winter Parking
The Village of Nelsonville in conjunction with the Philipstown Masonic Historical Society would like to jointly agree to provide limited parking, available to Village of Nelsonville residents, on North Pearl Street at Secor Street, during snow and ice storms this Winter. Parking will be available by permit when seasonal parking restrictions are in effect for the maintenance of Village streets.  Village residents would apply for a “parking Permit” free of charge at the Village office. Permits will be granted to residents on an “as needed” basis as determined by the Village board. The issuance of a permit does not guarantee the holder of a parking spot. Permit holders accept all responsibility for having the permitted vehicle removed by 9AM the day following the storm or within 12 hours  after the storm ends (whichever  first occurs).. Additionally, the Village and/or the Philipstown Masonic Historical Society shall bear no responsibility for, loss, damage or injury to any person or property arising from the use of the Philipstown Masonic Historical Society property.  Holders will be required to display a numbered tag within the vehicle. The below information will be held by the Village Clerk for emergency contact purposes.  

Five Member Board of Trustees

Ian McDonald, from Daniels, Porco and Lusardi, spoke about the steps required to implement a five-member board of trustees.  It can be done by either permissive referendum or mandatory referendum.  If the Board decided on a permissive referendum, they would pass a local law, and then wait thirty days.  If no residents challenged the law, it would take effect.  If 20% of residents challenged it, then it would have to be voted on as a proposition on the election ballot.   If the Board decided on a mandatory referendum, then they would adopt a local law, and place it on the election ballot as a proposition to be voted on.  

The Board decided on a mandatory referendum and will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, February 21st for discussion.  

Upon motion from Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee Pack McCarthy, enacted all in favor, the following resolution was passed.
WHEREAS, the Village Board has duly caused a draft of proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2017, a local law increasing the number of Village Trustees from two (2) Trustees to four (4) Trustees, to be prepared and introduced to the Trustees of the Village Board; and,

WHEREAS, the Village Board has reviewed the said proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2017 at a meeting held at the Village office on January 17, 2017; and,

WHEREAS, a motion was duly made, seconded, and carried at the meeting held on January 17, 2017, directing that a public hearing be scheduled on February 21, 2017, with regard to the said Local Law No. 1 of 2017, a local law increasing the number of Village Trustees from two (2) to four (4) Trustees, pursuant to New York Municipal Home Rule Law, Section 20 and the New York Village Law, Section 3-304.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT:

1. The following draft proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2017, is hereby introduced;  

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Nelsonville as follows:
Section 1.   Declaration of intent.  The Board of Trustees of the Village of Nelsonville (“Village Board”) has determined that the size of the current Village Board, which consists of only two (2) Trustees and a Mayor, has made it difficult at times to obtain a quorum to conduct public meetings and to take action at meetings when a quorum is present.  Section 3-304 of the New York Village Law provides the Village Board with the authority to change the number of Trustees by resolution or local law, subject to permissive referendum.  Section 9-908 of the New York Village Law provides the Village Board with the authority to cause an act or resolution subject to permissive referendum to be submitted for the approval of the qualified electors of the Village without the requirement that a petition be filed with the Village Clerk.  The Village Board has determined it is in the best interests of the Village of Nelsonville to increase the number of Trustees from two (2) Trustees to four (4) Trustees, pursuant to Section 3-304 of the New York Village Law, by enacting a local law and wishes to submit the enactment of such local law for the approval of the qualified electors of the Village at the March 21, 2017 general election of the Village.   
Section 2.  The number of Trustees of the Village of Nelsonville is hereby increased from two (2) Trustees to four (4) Trustees so that the composition of the Village Board shall consist of four (4) Trustees and a Mayor.  The two (2) additional trustees shall be elected at the 2018 general Village election. At that election one (1) of the additional trustees shall be elected for a single term equal to two (2) years and the other additional trustee shall be elected for a single term equal to one (1) year. At all subsequent general village elections the offices of such additional Trustees shall be filled for full terms equal to two (2) years. 

Section 3.   This local law shall be submitted for the approval of the qualified electors of the Village at the Village general election to be held on March 21, 2017, and shall not become effective unless approved by a majority of qualifying electors voting on such proposition.  
Section 4.  Once the requirements of Section 3 of this law have been satisfied, this local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State Department of State.
2. The Village Clerk schedule a public hearing to be held on February 21, 2017, with regard to the proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2017, a local law increasing the number of Village Trustees from two (2) to four (4) Trustees, as provided in Section 20 of the New York Municipal Home Rule Law and Section 3-304 of the New York Village Law.
New Business:
Delinquent Taxes

Upon motion from Trustee Pack McCarthy, seconded by Trustee Robertson, enacted all in favor, the delinquent tax roll was approved to be sent to the County in the amount of $2,504.29.  

Election Resolution

Upon motion from Trustee Pack McCarthy, seconded by Trustee Robertson, enacted all in favor the following resolution was approved:

WHEREAS, the intent of the Election Law and of this Board is to enable all qualified persons to vote in the general election of the Village of Nelsonville, which will be held at the Municipal Building, 258 Main Street, Pearl Street entrance, on March 21, 2017, between the hours of Noon and 9pm; and, 


WHEREAS, a Registration Day is required to accomplish this action; and, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Registration Day will be held for the Village of Nelsonville's General Election as follows;


March 11, 2017, Noon to 5pm, at the Municipal Building, 258 Main Street, Pearl Street entrance.

 Open to the Floor
There were no remarks from the floor.
Upon motion by Trustee Robertson seconded by Mayor Corless enacted all two favor, one absent, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 pm, all in favor.
Respectfully presented, 

Pauline T. Minners

Village Clerk

