The Village of Nelsonville Board of Trustees, met at 8:00 pm, on Monday, September 17, 2017 at the Village meeting room, with Mayor O’Neill presiding, Trustee Potts present and Trustees Robertson absent.PRIVATE 

Pledge to the Flag

Mayor O’Neill opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Vouchers

Abstract #3, in the amount of $13,194.50 was audited and ordered paid by a motion from Trustee Potts, seconded by Mayor O’Neill enacted two in favor, one absent.  
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the July meeting (there was no meeting in August) were approved as presented, upon motion from Trustee Potts, seconded by Mayor O’Neill enacted two in favor, one absent.
Correspondence
· Putnam Veterans Chowdown  on Oct. 22 starting at 11 am

· Putnam County Your Bureau Pegasus Program beginning Oct. 12th – and every Thursday night thereafter.

· Pamphlets from the NY Water Environment Assoc.  

· Letter from Legislator Scuccimarra requesting meeting with Assemblywomen Galef and Senator Serino re: Breakneck Ridge

· Central Hudson Energy Central newsletter

· Letter from Land Use Law Center re: Land Use Leadership Alliance Training Program

Reports:
Mayor O’Neill reported that:

· Need to appoint an EMS Liaison – The County has Emergency Response training program. One member of the Board should be trained on emergency response and what our role would be.  He will be setting up a meeting with OSI to see how we can work together. 

Trustee Robertson was absent.
Trustee Potts reported that:
· There was a dead tree leaning toward the power lines at 302 Main Street.  He spoke to the men who were trimming the trees for Central Hudson, and they removed the tree.  
Old Business
Fire Protection Agreement

The Village Board received a letter from Mayor Merandy in response to our letter.  The Village sent a “good faith” check to the Village of Cold Spring in the amount we paid last year. The Village of Cold Spring wanted the Board to state that it was not a full payment; which the Board will not do.   The Village Board of Nelsonville would like to sit down with the Village Board of Cold Spring and the Cold Spring Fire Company to negotiate. As of today, the Nelsonville Board has not heard from them.  
New Business:
Schedule of Fees

Upon motion from Trustee Potts, seconded by Mayor O’Neill enacted two in favor, one absent, the Board tabled the discussion on the Schedule of Fees to the October 16th meting.

ZBA Lead Agency

Upon motion from Trustee Potts, seconded by Mayor O’Neill enacted two in favor, one absent, the Board consents that the Nelsonville Zoning Board of Appeals should be the Lead Agency on the Homeland Towers application.  
Resolution opposing elimination of Deductibility of State and Local Taxes (SALT)

RESOLUTION

OPPOSING ELIMINATION OF THE 

DEDUCTIBILITY OF STATE AND LOCAL TAXES

WHEREAS Congress is giving serious consideration to eliminating the federal income tax deduction for state and local taxes; 

WHEREAS this deduction, which has been in place for more than 100 years, is heavily utilized by residents of our community and our State; 

WHEREAS New York residents already pay more into the federal treasury than the federal government returns to New York; 

WHEREAS the state and local tax deduction is a fundamental principle of federalism and without it our residents would be faced with double taxation as they would be forced to pay federal income taxes on the taxes they pay to state and local governments; 

WHEREAS this federal cost shift onto local governments would place extreme pressure on municipal budgets, including diminished revenue for essential local government investments, including public safety and public infrastructure; and

WHEREAS increased federal taxation and reduced municipal services will harm our local housing market, decrease home values and erode our local tax base, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village of Nelsonville expresses its strong opposition to any tax reform proposal that would eliminate the State and Local Tax (SALT) Deduction and urges Representative Sean Patrick Maloney to join us in publicly opposing any such proposal.

Roll Call Vote

Mayor O’Neill

Yes


Trustee Potts


Yes


Trustee Robertson

Absent

Upon the majority vote of the Trustees of the Village Of Nelsonville, the aforesaid Resolution was duly enacted.  

Safety Issuies:
· DOT Traffic Study

· Trustee Potts attended a meeting with Cold Spring Village Board to discuss a traffic study to be performed within the two villages.  Having a traffic study in isolation does not make sense; and the Board is hopeful to hear back from them.  The Mayor also met with two members of the NYS DOT to discuss traffic safety.   

· The Board is going to take a survey of Stop signs needed around the Village

· Putnam County Sheriffs

· The Village Board has invited the Putnam County Sheriff to come and talk at the November 20th Board Meeting.  
· They will discuss safety issues regarding traffic and how to protect ourselves; as well as what resources they provide; ie full-time patrols.
· We need to show the Sheriff’s Dept. that what our issues regarding traffic are.   

· We will advertise beforehand to ensure a good group.  
· Putnam County Highway Dept.

· The Board also met with Mr. Pena of the Putnam County Highway Department.  They discussed slowing down traffic speed on Fishkill and Peekskill Roads.  They offered themselves as a source of advice.  The Board had thought of putting speed bumps, but were advised that it could prove more hazardous.  

Open to the Floor

Margaret Graham expressed concern about the speed on Healy Road during the morning.  The school buses come up and the cars do not slow down and she’s is very concerned that children will be hurt.  It was suggested, by Trustee Potts, that she should call the Sheriff’s dept. and ask that they place a car in her driveway to access the situation.  

There are pot holes on Secor Street that the Board is aware of.  They will do a survey of the streets cataloging infrastructure issues when they survey the road signs.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 pm, upon motion of Trustee Potts, seconded by Mayor O’Neill, enacted two in favor, one absent.  
Respectfully presented, 
Pauline T. Minners

Village Clerk

